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THEDAKOTASTUDENT 
The stage was set for a mara-
thon senate meeting on March 
1, with the budget set to be dis-
cussed, and several other bills 
and resolutions on the floor. 
However, the budget took less 
than 30 minutes to be approved, 
leading into conversation on a 
resolution supporting a raise in 
the student technology fee.
A presentation at the start 
of the meeting by Vice Provost 
Josh Riedy and Director of CILT 
Lori Swinney explained how 
UND has not raised the student 
technology fee since 1995, and 
it is the lowest of the 11 NDUS 
institutions. The current rate is 
$4.17 per credit per semester. 
The increase would raise it to 
$9.80 per credit per semester. 
“We’re trying to make up for 
inflationary loss in the last 20 
years,” Riedy said. “But it’s also 
about looking forward to ensure 
funding levels are properly creat-
ed. We are trying to get ourselves 
up to par.”
The additional funds would 
go to resources for student print-
ing, student software, streaming 
and technical support on cam-
pus. There are also plans in place 
to upgrade buildings around 
campus to become more tech-
friendly.
The final home UND hockey 
game had added excitement in the 
last period, when two UND fresh-
men, Austin Emineth and Baylee 
Ladner, held up a banner that read 
Student Senate holds budget meeting
Megan Hoffman
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“There’s lots of space in Mer-
rifield that’s just being wasted,” 
Swinney said. “Students are hav-
ing to sit on the floor, and there’s 
nowhere to plug anything in.”
Members of the senate then 
spent almost an hour debat-
ing the resolution at the end of 
the meeting. President Tanner 
Franklin wrote and introduced 
the proposal.
“The fee was instituted 
in 1995 and has never been 
changed,” Franklin said. “A 
tech fee. One fee that should be 
changed. Witmer still has chalk-
boards. And one of the largest 
needs on campus right now is 
study space, and this will tackle 
that.”
Any increase of student fees 
of more than one percent has to 
be approved by the State Board 
of Higher Education, and sev-
eral senators were concerned 
this would be above that mark. 
Franklin assured the body that 
it would be close to that, but 
wouldn’t surpass it. But some 
senators still weren’t fully on 
board to support the resolution.
“I think a lot of consider-
ation needs to be put into this 
because it’s a $140 increase, 
which is a lot of money,” Sena-
tor John Mitzel said. “There are 
merits of the fee on its own. But 
Banner at the Ralph stirs controversy
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Major Declaration 
Policy Implemented
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“Fire Kelley.” Although the stunt 
has caused much controversy 
about free speech, Emineth and 
Ladner say their goal was mainly 
to represent the fellow students’ 
voices, but they wouldn’t go into 
specifics.
“Before we did this we nev-
er wanted it to turn into a free 
speech issue, which is what hap-
pened,” Ladner said.
Emineth agreed.
“One of the main reasons we 
did this was to make the students’ 
voices heard,” Emineth, president 
of the UND College Republicans, 
said. “After being on campus, 
we’ve seen a lot of issues with the 
administration, and students have 
heard about it. We wanted to raise 
awareness in a sense, but I would 
like to highlight that our focus 
was not to get kicked out or ar-
gue freedom of speech and make 
the university and make the Ralph 
Engelstad look terrible for kicking 
us out for freedom of speech.”
When asked to break down 
their reasoning further, Emineth 
said he’d rather not go into specif-
ics, but he did say he and Ladner 
acted of their own accord and 
were not asked to make the ban-
ner by anyone else. 
Despite their self-acting, how-
ever, both claimed they were well-
received by students and were 
representing their peers accurately 
overall based on the reactions of 
the student section.
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In order to graduate from 
UND, students must declare a 
major. 
Some students know from 
the minute they apply to college 
what they are going to study and 
pursue as a career path. Other 
students may choose a major 
and decide later on to change to 
something completely different. 
Still, others may choose to re-
main undecided until they have 
made a choice regarding their 
major.
However, starting this spring 
semester, students must declare a 
major even if they are undecided 
about what their major will be.  
During the semester in which 
an undeclared student will reach 
45 undergraduate credit hours 
— typically in their third semes-
ter — a major declaration notice 
will be added to the student’s to 
do list in Campus Connection. 
In addition, the Student Suc-
cess Center will use communi-
cate and connect the student to 
resources that assist in exploring 
major options. This notification 
will prompt a student to take the 
necessary steps to move from 
undeclared and begin working 
with an advisor in the program 
of study the student plans to 
pursue. 
Upon reaching 60 credit 
hours as an undeclared student, 
a negative service indicator hold 
will be placed on a student’s ac-
count prohibiting registration 
for the following semester until 
a program of study is chosen. 
The Student Success Center 
will further assist the student 
through additional communica-
tion and contact to prompt ma-
jor declaration. Once a major 
is declared, the negative service 
indicator hold will be removed 
by the Student Success Center, 
allowing the student to register 
for courses based on the intend-
ed program of study. 
A student who has reached 
60 or more credit hours would 
be allowed to retain or move 
from undeclared status only 
with permission from the Stu-
dent Success Center.
Colin Johnson is a staff writer 
for The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
colin.m.johnson@my.und.edu
Taylor Nelson (left) and Patricia Tedjasukmana (right) talk during the senate meeting.
Photo by Chester Beltowski/The Dakota Student. 
Students hold up a ‘Fire Kelley’ banner. Photo via WDAZ. 
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“Moments” by Bill Rerick
Jeff ’s interactions with Steph today felt different. She would distribute bursts of attention that almost dis-
turbed the class at times, and other moments she would ignore Jeff ’s comments completely. Usually they would 
exchange casual jokes and comments through math, but this morning was odd. Jeff was feeling frustrated, while 
her ups and downs seemed especially flirtatious. Until now, he was unsure she felt any attraction beyond friends, 
yet he knew his thoughts often daydreamed about being her boyfriend. The high levels of interaction moved him 
so much that he felt like he was falling from a building when she then avoided him. Like a drug he thought he 
needed her to continue the coquettish behaviors. He was about to ask her what she was doing later, even though 
they had never hung out outside of class, besides from when they first met. Before he could ask, she said to him 
“Why are you so into with me?” with a smirk. Stunned, he mixed up his words about asking her plans and said 
“Want to eat tonight?” Looking him in the eyes she turned from him and didn’t respond. He was already having 
palpitations, but now his heart rate continued to rise with every second she said nothing. Minutes passed and he 
didn’t know what to do. He couldn’t wrap his mind around this occurrence. He was falling from a skyscraper onto 
a bed of glass when she wrote something on her notebook and pushed it over for him to see. 
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Now hiring       
editors and    
writers for the 
2015-2016  
school year.
Positions       
available          
include News,       
Features and 
Sports editors. 
Apply online 
today at:
Marie Monson is a staff writer 
for The Dakota Student. 
She can be reached at 
marie.iva.monson@my.und.edu
BANNER
FROM PAGE 1
“A very large amount of ap-
plause was going on,” Emineth 
said. “Some say it was even roar-
ing. Once security came up, there 
were plenty of boos about what 
was going on, because we were be-
ing taken away. But judging by the 
reaction of the student section, I 
believe we were representing a lot 
of the students.”
According to the Ralph Engel-
stad Arena’s website, the REA Ban-
ner and Sign policy is as follows: 
“Banners/signs should in no 
way infringe on the sightlines 
of other Ralph Engelstad Arena 
guests. Banners and signs may not 
be commercial, political, deroga-
tory or obscene as determined by 
REA staff ... Banners/signs cannot 
be affixed to building surfaces us-
ing tape and must fit underneath 
a patron’s seat. Ralph Engelstad 
Arena reserves the right to remove 
any banner or sign.”
Initially there was some confu-
sion as to whether or not the two 
students were kicked out of the 
game or not. REA General Man-
ager Jody Hodgson said they were 
simply asked to take their banner 
down, but said he learned later that 
one of his security guards had told 
Emineth and Ladner, “You boys 
are done for the night.” 
Hodgson met with Emineth 
and Ladner Monday to clear up the 
issue, and the three resolved what 
they called a miscommunication.
After less than two minutes of 
overall time holding up the banner 
in the last minutes of the third pe-
riod, both students were escorted 
out of their seats and were then 
spoken to by security.
“Based on my meeting with 
them, and then a subsequent con-
versation with a member of my 
security staff, I now have a better 
understanding of why the students 
believe they were asked to leave,” 
Hodgson said. 
He also said this is a first for 
this kind of situation at the Ralph, 
and that when signs have been con-
fiscated in the past, fans have been 
sent back to their seats.
“The action in a normal situa-
tion, what we would seek to do is 
confiscate the sign, that’s not nor-
mally an offense that one would 
be ejected from the building for,” 
Hodgson said.
But the two students, who, 
like Hodgson, have had no contact 
with UND officials either before or 
after Saturday’s game, have quickly 
moved on from the matters of free 
speech and whether or not they 
got kicked out of the game, saying 
that’s not what they want the focus 
of the stunt to be.
“We weren’t exactly aware of 
what the banner policy was,” Emi-
neth said. “We figured it was a little 
bit too big, but that is about as far 
as it goes. I know there’s contro-
versy about whether it was political 
... We didn’t hear anything from 
others saying take it down, or it’s 
blocking my view, but that’s not 
the problem, and that was not the 
issue.”
Since the Ralph Engelstad Are-
na is privately owned, UND has 
taken no part in the situation, and 
Emineth said neither he nor Lad-
ner has had contact with anyone 
from the UND administration, be-
fore or after Saturday night.
The two students said they did 
not anticipate receiving the reac-
tion they did, and that they made 
the banner as a very broad state-
ment, not as a reaction to any one 
act.
“I don’t know if this was in re-
sponse to one specific thing — if 
you go around and ask multiple 
students, they’re all going to have a 
different answer; there’s not going 
to be one specific answer of what’s 
going on,” Emineth said. “We just 
decided to speak out on behalf of 
the students.”
As far as plans for the future 
go, the two don’t know what’s next.
“Maybe there might be a plan, 
we’re not really sure how we want 
to go from this,” Emineth said. 
“We’re seeing that students are 
upset now, and we just wanted stu-
dents to speak out, and we wanted 
to basically show that you know, 
they’re not the only ones, that 
students shouldn’t be necessarily 
afraid to stand up for what they do 
on campus.”
There was little elaboration 
regarding the breakdown of what 
pushed them to make the banner, 
but the men said they just wanted 
to make a statement.
“I’d just like to point out that 
it’s maybe harder for us to com-
pletely understand everything be-
cause of the fact that we’re fresh-
men,” Ladner said. “But the little 
that we’ve seen in the time that 
we’ve been here and been involved, 
we just felt we needed to address 
some of the issues within the ad-
ministration. But I don’t think it’s 
about what Austin and I believe, I 
think it’s about what our peers be-
lieve. Let’s leave it at that.”
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Letter Policy
Editorial Policy
Will Beaton             Editor-in-Chief
Larry Philbin            News Editor
The Dakota Student is dedicated to the free exchange of 
ideas. Opinion columns and letters to the editor will not 
be edited for content reasons, except in cases of criminal or 
civil liability. The Dakota Student reserves the right to edit 
or reject columns or letters for various reasons. The ideas ex-
pressed in columns and letters reflect the views of the writer 
and do not necessarily represent the opinion of the staff of 
the Dakota Student.
The Dakota Student encourages readers to express their 
opinions on the editorial pages. Letters to the editor are 
published based on merit, general interest, timeliness and 
content. All letters must be limited to 250 words.
> Letters may be mailed to 2901 University Ave. Stop 8385, 
Grand Forks, N.D. 58202-8385 or dropped off at room 8, 
Memorial Union.
> Letters must be typed and must include the author’s 
name, major or profession and telephone number.
> All letters will be edited to fit the allocated space. Writer 
may be limited to one letter per month.
TheVIEW
Blood
Recently, ESPN commen-
tator, Keith Olbermann, did a 
segment on his show about what 
he called “batting practice,” or 
the way we attack the people we 
disagree with on social media — 
indiscriminately swinging for 
the fences. 
He discussed this after he 
had a blunder on Twitter in 
which he accidentally called 
Penn State students fundraising 
efforts for pediatric cancer “pa-
thetic.” (The full segment can 
be found on the Keith Olber-
mann YouTube channel.)
This is a major problem in 
the way we argue on the Inter-
net and in our lives. More and 
more, people aren’t trying to 
fight ideas; they are trying to 
fight people. This limits the op-
portunities we have to grow.
The game “Social Justice 
Warriors,” covers this perfectly. 
In the game, you play as a per-
son on the Internet arguing for 
social justice, against racist, sex-
ist and other various types of 
trolls. 
You can, of course, choose to 
attempt to argue rationally and 
make good points, but the op-
tion that will do the most dam-
age to the troll is to attempt to 
discredit them. You can try to 
point out how their arguments 
are full of fallacies, but it is al-
most universally better to just 
call them a neckbearded base-
ment dweller who has probably 
Attacking the ad hominem
ing the opinion into consider-
ation and confronting it.
Take, for example, the “Fire 
Kelley,” banner at the last UND 
men’s hockey home game of the 
season. While I’m sure there 
was a point that the students in 
question were trying to make 
— whether that be about the 
Springfest cancellation, the 
UND nickname, or any other 
reason — it was overshadowed 
by the attack on a man who is 
only part of a system. Instead of 
criticizing the ideas that these 
students disagreed with, which 
would be completely valid, the 
students directed their passions 
at a man who is just trying to 
do his job.
This is the danger we face in 
a world where we take our bat-
ting practice on people, and ig-
nore their ideas. Yes, some peo-
ple can be criticized, whether it 
be seriously or jokingly, for the 
things that they say or do, but 
when that is used as a distrac-
tion to avoid arguing about the 
real issues, nothing ever gets 
anywhere.
If we really want change, 
then we have to be willing to 
accept that the people we are 
arguing against are not evil. 
As long as we try to fight 
and stifle opinions that are con-
tradictory to our own through 
the use of ad hominem attacks 
that focus more on discredit-
ing the opposition more than 
they do on discussing the ideas 
at hand, than we will never get 
anywhere.
never been laid.
This is how we have began 
to argue. And I am not inno-
cent of this either. I have had 
my fair share of blunders, in-
sulting and degrading another 
person instead of focussing on 
their arguments. I have hid 
from opinions that I don’t like 
because I thought the person 
making it was stupid. 
However, upon revisiting 
their ideas — ignoring the per-
son making them — I was able 
to decide exactly why I didn’t 
like them. I was able to think 
about them critically and make 
a decision based entirely on 
that.
Ad hominem attacks are bad 
for our growth as people. They 
don’t allow us to consider how 
we may be wrong, or to view 
how other people may think. A 
diverse experience is important 
in shaping the way we think, 
and hiding from that diversity 
doesn’t help us confront any 
real issues.
We are far too willing to hide 
from the opinions of others, 
claiming the opinion is invalid, 
because the person who said it 
is not credible, rather than tak-
“Social Justice Warriors.” Image courtesy of desura.com
This is the danger 
we face in a world 
where we take our 
batting practice out 
on people and ignore 
their ideas.
Alex Bertsch
opinion editor
Alex Bertsch is the opinion editor 
of The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
alexander.j.bertsch@my.und.edu
Alex
Bertsch
The Dakota 
Student
Alex Bertsch           Opinion Editor
Every time there’s some form of tragedy or catastrophe, 
every holiday when the roads are jam packed with people 
traveling back and forth to visit friends and families, I get a 
call from the United Blood Services.
The call is usually a request for me to donate blood to 
help those in need of transfusions. 
You see, my blood type is O positive, meaning I’m a 
universal donor. This means, of course, that my blood can 
be given to anyone who may be in need of it. And so I feel 
an obligation to donate.
I could be going to Biolife twice a week and making 
money by giving them my plasma, but instead I am going 
to places like the United Blood Services three times a year, 
donating double red blood cells and feeling like a corpse 
afterwards. And to me, that’s great.
You see with every call I receive from UBS, I get to hear 
a running tally of how many “lives I have saved” — by the 
last count it was upwards of 20 — and to hear that, even 
when I still question whether it is factual or not, is pretty 
fantastic.
There is a rush that comes with the idea that I have 
anonymously saved two dozen lives. It’s like being a super-
hero — a superhero who sits in a medical chair and watches 
YouTube videos while he’s snuggled up under a fleece blan-
ket. 
The process of giving blood is a rather fun and addict-
ing process. It starts with an interview on the usual health 
questions, like “Are you taking any blood thinning medica-
tion?,” “Have you ever had intercourse with a prostitute?,” 
“Have you ever had sex with another man?” and my per-
sonal favorite “Did you serve in the U.S. Army between the 
years of 1976-1984?”
If you pass this interview, you will have your iron levels 
checked, along with your heart rate and blood pressure.
Then it’s on to the needle, which for the most part, isn’t 
that bad. I mean it’s a large needle, and it hurts, but on the 
whole it’s easy enough to forget that it’s a piece of metal 
inside of your body. 
Then the machine begins to drain your blood and you 
get really cold. While your blood is inside the machine it 
separates the red blood cells from the plasma, and then re-
turns the plasma, with some saline back into your blood. 
This is one of the oddest feelings I have ever had. It is amaz-
ingly refreshing, with the room temperature saline feeling 
like ice in your veins.
Then you repeat this back and forth for an hour or so, 
while you enjoy clips from “Last Week Tonight” and re-
ceive a blanket to keep you warm.
And just like that it’s over. You get disconnected from 
the machines, you choose a color of tape for your bandage, 
you get some free snacks and you go home to feel like you 
just died, but knowing that you did something good.
By Alex Bertsch
“Fire Kelley” sign. Photo courtesy of facebook.com
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Kjerstine Trooien is a staff writer 
for The Dakota Student. 
She can be reached at 
kjerstine.trooien@my.und.edu
Have anything interesting to say? Want to make your voice heard?
The Dakota Student is looking for columnists with diverse and interesting opinions.
Columnists have paid campus jobs that will help them build important writing skills 
and strong resumes. All are welcome to apply.
To apply, visit 
 www.dakotastudent.com/employment
Kjerstine
Trooien
The Dakota 
Student
I really want to like Taylor 
Swift.
I like her music, and I’m 
sure she is a great person, but 
I can’t like her. In fact, I kind 
of hate the celebrity that is 
“Taylor Swift.”
Professional musicians are 
in a strange spot. They have a 
public image they must main-
tain, even groom. Their per-
sonal lives can be completely 
different from their public 
personas (assuming the tab-
loids don’t dig their claws 
into something an idiot pa-
parazzi uncovered). 
My issue is with the public 
image that is presented to us, 
the “Taylor Swift,” not Swift 
herself.
Taylor started out as a 
small town country girl who 
wrote songs about heartbreak. 
She spoke to each teenage girl 
Taylor Swift changed, and that’s OK 
from a small town who had 
ever had a crush go sour. But, 
as we all know, country mu-
sic is far from mainstream, 
and there was an opportunity 
to turn Taylor Swift into a 
mega-star — all they had to 
do was make her more pop-y. 
She was a bubble gum sensa-
tion waiting to happen.
The transformation hap-
pened suddenly, with her 
hit song, “We are Never 
Ever Getting Back Together” 
pushing her to the front of 
mainstream music. Her im-
age had changed too. She had 
gone from small town coun-
try girl, the girl we see in her 
video to “You Belong with 
Me” (which dominated both 
country and pop charts, but 
still had a strong country in-
fluence) to suave, city girl.
Taylor Swift is now awk-
ward but elegant. Sophisti-
cated but down to earth. She 
is embracing everything that 
scares us twenty-somethings 
and turning it into a money 
making image who also hap-
pens to write some pretty 
Although I admire the 
writer’s sense of voice and hu-
mor, the review of “The Glo-
ry of Living” was embarrass-
ing for all parties involved. 
Embarrassing for the writer, 
as it displayed his complete 
lack of tact and knowledge 
when approaching criticism; 
embarrassing for us, as a the-
atre department, that our 
work and the work of the 
playwright would be deni-
Letter to the Editor: “The Glory of Living” review
grated to an episode of Law 
and Order: SVU (“The Glory 
of Living” was the runner-up 
to the Pulitzer Prize in 2001); 
and embarrassing for the Da-
kota Student, that a review 
of a theatrical production 
would be less thought-out 
and informed than an Acting 
1 paper. At the very least, it’s 
ignorant. At most, it’s offen-
sive.
I feel sorry for the writer. 
He obviously has a nice voice, 
but not the confidence in his 
own ideas to sustain a respect-
able review of a serious topic 
without making the entire 
experience a joke. Domestic 
Abuse happens. Rape hap-
pens. Murder happens. I’m 
sorry that this kid can’t expe-
rience it through any lens but 
levity. And if the acting was 
as good as he says it was, then 
I can see no fault but in his 
catchy songs.
I really want to like this. It 
is an image I think the world 
needs more of — one of em-
bracing your inner, awkward 
ugly duckling and not trying 
to or waiting for it to turn 
into a swan. The ugly duck-
ling is wonderful and worthy 
too.
But Taylor Swift’s his-
tory doesn’t follow this line. 
She turned into a swan. She 
went from her country roots 
and abandoned them so that 
she could reminisce about her 
ugly duckling. It runs con-
trary to the exact image that 
is now projected to us in her 
current music videos, most 
notably “Shake It Off.”
My dislike for Taylor Swift 
reveals so much more than 
just a hipster “she was better 
before she was cool” attitude. 
I have no qualms admitting 
to the fact that my issues 
with Taylor Swift say far more 
about me than they do about 
her. I come from small towns. 
I’m aiming for the big city 
life. When I say this, I’m not 
just talking about the places 
I’ve lived; I’m talking about 
the character that has been 
built around me from the so-
cial expectations of country 
life, the character I’m trying 
to break from right now in 
college.
Taylor Swift hits too close 
to home for me to truly em-
brace her. In a way, the luxury 
that Taylor Swift has — the 
ability to change her public 
image as the charts dictate — 
is something I envy. 
As I said before, this is not 
about Swift herself. I don’t 
have a “public image.” I’m 
very much “what you see is 
what you get.” I’m certainly 
not a celebrity who has to 
worry about keeping face in 
front of the cameras.
It’s the idea of having im-
age that can be hidden behind 
that’s appealing to me. The 
image can change as needed 
in order to keep everyone 
around happy. We can’t do 
that in our day to day lives 
(or at least, not healthily). 
If I were to come into 
class tomorrow in a red satin 
gown and heels rather than 
my boots and lace dress, I’d 
own immaturity, which, by 
his own admission, is that of 
a thirteen year-old. I then feel 
sorry for the Dakota Student, 
which resorts to publishing 
this sort of bloggish review 
in an effort to connect to the 
student body and this millen-
nial disconnect to experienc-
ing true feelings.
This type of writing isn’t 
inherently bad. He shouldn’t 
stop. I want him to keep writ-
ing and to keep seeing the-
atre. It’s for people like him, 
people who cannot break the 
dykes inside them and around 
them, that theatre should be 
made. 
(Disclaimer: I play Clint 
in the UND’s production of 
“The Glory of Living.”)
 
Daniel Johnson, 
Theatre Graduate Student
be laughed out of the room. 
College is about finding 
yourself, which is why I think 
Taylor Swift is so polarizing - 
you love her or you hate her. 
Her image changes with 
the tides, a luxury that no 
one, not even Swift herself, 
has in real life. Those that 
love her embrace her current 
image. Those that hate her 
reject it. For those of us who 
are currently trying to figure 
out who we are, Taylor Swift 
can be a rather uncomfortable 
reminder of how we’re stuck 
with the hand we’re dealt (or 
have dealt ourselves, depend-
ing on how you see it).
In the end, Taylor Swift 
is easy for me to hate. Her 
transformation is not only 
enviable, but scary too. It 
is the change from twenty-
something into full grown 
adult who has all the an-
swers (a fairy tale I still have 
trouble not believing in). It’s 
what I want and what I fear, 
all wrapped up into a gangly 
blonde with red lipstick.
Photo courtesy of boomsbeat.com
Photo courtesy of billboards.com
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Mention this 
ad for $50 off 
your first month!
Tailwheel Endorsements | Seaplane Ratings
Biennial Flight Reviews
Rick Mercil  |  218.779.9161
2015 
Scholarly Forum  
March 10 & 11
Memorial Union
Showcasing 
Graduate Research 
& Scholarship
Oral Sessions:
March 10 & 11
Dean’s Lecture:
Dr. Arielle Selya
Dept. of Family and Community 
Medicine
“Smoking and Nicotine Addiction among 
Adolescents: New Methodological Approaches.”
Poster Session:
March 11, 2pm-4pm
Learn more at
gradschool.UND.edu
SENATE
FROM PAGE 1
Megan Hoffman is a staff writer 
for The Dakota Student. 
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megan.hoffman@my.und.edu
just because it has a lot of merit 
it’s not something we should just 
sign off on.”
Senator Leah Larson disagreed 
and was on board from the start of 
discussion.
“The money needs to be 
placed somewhere, and this is a 
pretty nominal fee,” Larson said. 
“Everyone knows we need up-
dates.”
The resolution was tabled 
until the meeting on March 8 to 
allow senators to do research and 
have all their questions answered.
Budget
The budget — presented 
by Franklin and Treasurer Matt 
Bluhm — was approved with only 
one small revision. That change 
moved the Vice President’s schol-
arship for the year from $10,000 
to $8,000. The extra $2,000 was 
put into the Chief of Staff ’s posi-
tion to up that stipend to $4,000 
per year. 
“I’d love discussion on this but 
I think the committee did a really 
good job of putting it together,” 
Senator Ryan Brown said.
The total operating bud-
get for the 2016 fiscal year is 
$627,043.84. That is down from 
$656,986.84 from this year.
Social host ordinance
Following discussion from 
the previous meeting, a resolu-
tion was introduced opposing the 
social host ordinance currently 
being considered by the Grand 
Forks City Council. The resolu-
tion states that the senate will 
not support the ordinance until 
several changes are made to the 
document, including a medical 
amnesty clause.
UPC 
The senate approved one more 
bill at the meeting, suspending the 
current structure of the University 
Programming Council into a new 
structure for next year.
“There have been concerns 
about the spending amounts and 
we want to make the best use of 
student fees,” Franklin said. 
The bill would allocate the 
$180,000 for UPC for next year 
to a new structure. The new struc-
ture would be revisited after one 
year. 
The Dakota Student
A resolution was proposed 
that if passed would have support-
ed cutting student fees from The 
Dakota Student’s budget, which 
makes up approximately 25 per-
cent of the newspaper’s funding. 
After the Editor-in-Chief Will 
Beaton and News/Managing Edi-
tor Larry Philbin spoke as guest 
speakers at the meeting, the reso-
lution was tabled indefinitely.
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An inside look at campus employment
They are the faces you see on campus every day, but probably don’t know much about. Whether you start 
your day with breakfast, a cup of coffee or a workout, somebody is employed to help make a simple daily routine 
run smoothly. 
As one of the largest employers in the region, UND employs students and non-students alike to get the 
campus up and running each day.
At Terrace Dining Center, the day begins at 5:30 a.m. to open for breakfast an hour and a half later. The 
morning shift requires a lot of production — doing food prep work and making sure equipment is in running 
order for the day.
Pam Schwanz has been with Terrace for 15 years, and Dave Bina has been assisting her for almost six.
“Terrace dining is unsurpassed when it comes to food,” Bina said.
Schwanz and Bina see about 1,200 students per day. The busiest time is for lunch, where over half of that 
number comes through. 
Since the dining room only seats about 260, the lunch rush lasts through a few turns of a full house. These 
busy times require special attention in the fast-paced work environment.
“We try our best to meet their needs,” Bina said. “They are paying a lot of money for their meal plan, so 
service is the number one goal for that.”
That service extends beyond Terrace. The dining center is responsible for not only feeding students and staff 
who come through there, but for catering events and retail purposes. 
Dining services is responsible for kiosks in the medical school and at the airport, snacks at Stomping Grounds 
and meals for the two non-brand options at Old Main Marketplace. 
Terrace also makes deliveries twice a day, Monday through Friday, to three of the Greek houses on campus. 
According to Bina, all of these deliveries are made each day “rain or shine, blizzard or icy sidewalk.”
Due to the current construction project at Wilkerson, Terrace and Squires have been feeling the impact of 
the overflow.
“If we need product or they need product, we’re back and forth,” Schwanz said. “It’s a team effort.”
Beginning after spring break, Squires will be delivering as much food as they can across the street to Smith 
Hall, where a temporary dining option will be opening up. In hopes to give Squires some relief from the increased 
traffic, hot dining options and a salad bar will be available.
Wilkerson is set to reopen in the fall and will provide many new job opportunities. Schwanz also notes that 
Terrace is always looking for help.
Dinner at Terrace goes until 7 p.m., and it’s the evening shift that has the most demand for student employ-
ees to join the team. Schwanz says that Terrace depends on students for the evening meal to run smoothly. They 
are also responsible for end of day duties such as cleaning, restocking and closing down stations and equipment.
A successful day at Terrace requires both student employees and full time staff to work together, and Schwanz 
and Bina agree that is a reality for them.
“It’s definitely a tight-knit family,” Bina said. “You spend as much time with your fellow workers as you do 
your family, so you learn how to make things positive. Otherwise, it can be stressful.”
The interactions with those coming through the dining center each day contribute to that sense of family.
“It’s really rewarding getting to be around students every day,” Bina said. “There’s a really positive vibe as far 
as working with students, and just being around the kids who come in.”
Bina has gotten to know a lot of the students and staff who come through, many of them regulars and notes 
the comfort it can bring to have that familiarity.
“When you’re away from home, and you have that feeling of someone knowing your name, taking care of 
you; they really appreciate that,” Bina said.
Terrace Dining Center
Terrace Dining Center. Photo courtesy of UND.
Stomping Grounds
For the past year and a half, Philadelphia native Steph Morris has been serving up coffee 
to the campus population at Stomping Grounds.
Morris smiles as she discusses her job and the many benefits it has to her as a student.
“I absolutely love this job,” Morris said. “I won’t quit until I have to.”
She said her position at Stomping Grounds is “super friendly, easy-going and student-
helping.”
Morris especially enjoys her job on campus due to the ease of getting from work to 
classes and the flexibility the job offers. Additionally, getting a shift covered is never a chal-
lenge due to the helpfulness of her coworkers.
Morris notes that her manager at Stomping Grounds is “outstanding,” and that past 
jobs she has had on campus were also managed by positive people who were always willing 
to help.
Over the course of a four hour shift, Morris sees a lot of customer traffic, the peak times 
being in the morning before and after classes would start. Those she helps are a combination 
of students and UND staff members looking to get their daily burst of energy.
“People are happy because they’re getting coffee,” Morris said adding that her interac-
tions with customers are generally positive, aside from those who may be in a hurry.  
Though the interactions may be brief, a friendly encounter may be all it takes to make 
each day a positive one.
Stomping Grounds coffee shop. 
Photo by Misti Meads/The Dakota Student.
Wellness Center
Kailey Zaffran and Paul Jensen are currently employed as Guest 
Experience Associates at the UND Wellness Center. Stationed at 
the front desk, they are the first point of interaction for those look-
ing to work out or attend an event.
“It’s nice to meet other students on campus just by sitting at the 
desk,” Zaffran said, who has made connections through her job.
Beyond swiping members in, Zaffran and Jensen assist in 
equipment checkout, setting up memberships and registration for 
wellness classes, and assist with general maintenance, doing routine 
checks of the facility.
Zaffran and Jensen both became employed at the Wellness 
Center in the fall of 2014, and spoke positively about their experi-
ence so far.
“I’ve had jobs that have been more high-stress,” Jensen said. 
“This one is definitely nice as a student.”
In addition to a flexible system of scheduling, Zaffran and Jen-
sen both said they value the convenience of being able to have time 
to work on homework during the slower hours of their shifts. The 
schedule at the Wellness Center also makes it possible for them to 
work as little or as much as they would like, with shifts 3 to 6 hours 
on average with opportunities to pick up extra shifts if desired.
Jensen says one of the biggest problems he’s had with other jobs 
has been working holidays. Since the Wellness Center belongs to 
the school, it generally follows UND’s schedule.
“When we have school off, most of the time we have work off,” 
Zaffran said. “The last thing I want to do over winter break is be 
stuck up here when I want to go home to the Cities.”
All Stories By Serianna Henkel
The Dakota Student
Serianna Henkel is a staffwriter for The Dakota Student. She can be reached at serianna.henkel@my.und.edu.
UND Student Wellness Center. 
Photo courtesy of UND.
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“Memphis” comes to North Dakota
By Brendan McCabe
The Dakota Student
*****
MUSICAL
REVIEW
“Memphis”
For every $1 you save, NDCAP matches $2 to 
pay for your college tuition. Going to college 
just got 200% easier. 
To learn more call 701-232-2452
or email ida@sendcaa.org
It’s like when your 
mom says she’ll 
pay half, but better.
The musical “Memphis” was 
put on for an eager crowd at the 
Chester Fritz Auditorium this 
past Tuesday night at 7:30 p.m. 
The production earned four Tony 
Awards in 2010, one of which be-
ing for the illustrious Best Musical. 
Prior to this, I didn’t know 
much about the Tony Award. Par-
ticularly that it was awarded to mu-
sicals. But with my utter ignorance 
for what the criteria are to receive a 
Tony, I can assure you that the mu-
sical “Memphis” earned each one of 
its awards with ease. 
From the first song to the last, 
the musical offered nonstop enter-
tainment, excellent instrumentals 
and an engaging storyline.
Now is probably the best time 
to admit that I am the kind of guy 
that would rather go mudding in a 
big jacked up truck than attend a 
musical. For context, I think mud-
ding is one of the lamest things 
ever. It’s strange for me to say this, 
but after going to “Memphis” I 
could actually picture myself seeing 
a musical without being forced to 
by an angry editor. 
This change was no doubt 
caused by the musical’s excellent 
story, one of a budding African 
American singer and a southern 
DJ trying to make it big. The two 
had their highs and lows, eventually 
drifting apart to go their separate 
ways. A high energy ran through-
out the entirety of the performance, 
and I constantly found myself won-
dering what was going to happen 
next.
The price of tickets ranged any-
where from an arm to a leg, with 
the cost for adults reaching up to 
$55 and prices for children capping 
at $44. 
I can only assume parents in 
the crowd must have had the tough 
discussion with their children that 
they could have either a ticket or 
a college fund, but certainly not 
both. 
Speaking of children, the play 
was moderately child friendly. 
While a few curse words were sprin-
kled around the musical, it was no 
worse than what they’d hear from 
five minutes in a middle school 
locker room. And the musical had 
at least twice as much culture.
Being raised on Green Day and 
other rock bands, I was a little trou-
bled when I realized that the mu-
sical contained 21 songs that were 
meant to sound like they were from 
the 1950s. 
However, my ageism bias was 
quickly thrown out the window 
after I heard the jazzy and upbeat 
rhythm from the very first song. 
The swift and cheery pace kept me 
captivated throughout the entire 
musical — something that the man 
sitting next to me probably would 
have disagreed with. He dozed off 
for a brief period during the fourth 
song, but I won’t hold it against 
him. He could have been tired out 
from saving orphans and puppies 
from a mysterious orphanage fire 
all day for all we know. Don’t judge.
Besides a momentarily temper-
amental mic and a pistol blank that 
refused to fire at the worst time, the 
entire performance went off flaw-
lessly. The vocals and dance chore-
ography were simply amazing, and 
the live orchestra was a pleasure to 
listen to. 
Overall, “Memphis” was a phe-
nomenal musical that seamlessly 
earned 5 out of 5 stars. If the op-
portunity presents itself, I would 
strongly recommend attending a 
performance. Just be prepared to 
take out a second mortgage on your 
dorm room to pay for the ticket.
“Memphis” cast sings during musical performance.
NICHOLAS NELSON | THEDAKOTASTUDENT
Brendan McCabe is a staff writer
for The Dakota Student. 
He can be reached at 
brendan.mccabe@my.und.edu
One of the first movies released 
this year was “The Wedding Ring-
er.” Doug Harris (Josh Gad) is a so-
cially awkward groom with a prob-
lem: He has no groomsmen and no 
best man. With two weeks until he 
marries his dream girl (Kaley Cuo-
co-Sweeting), he hires the CEO 
of Best Man Inc, Jimmy Callahan 
(Kevin Hart) to pull off what is re-
ferred to as a “Golden Tux,” provid-
ing a full set of groomsmen and a 
best man in under two weeks. 
Jimmy accepts the challenge af-
ter hearing Doug’s plea and receiv-
ing a payment of $50,000. He then 
recruits some old friends, including 
an ex-convict, an airline security 
agent and a plumber to play Harris’ 
groomsman. As Jimmy, Doug and 
the rest of the gang struggle to learn 
their backstories, rehearse their lines 
and come up with distracting party 
tricks, they hit a few bumps in the 
road. 
This comedy promises a pre-
dictable story-line with a few not 
Movie
brings
comedy 
to 2015
By Katie Haines
The Dakota Student
MOVIE  page 9
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“The Wedding 
Ringer”
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NOW HIRING
COST:  $7.00 for 50 words or less per issue.
DEADLINE:  Classifieds for Tuesday’s paper are due on 
Friday at noon. Classifieds for Friday’s paper are due 
Wednesday at noon.
FORMAT:  No classified ads will be taken over the 
phone. They can be dropped off at room 8 in the 
basement of the Memorial Union.
PAYMENT:  Payment must be paid in full with cash, 
check or mailed with payment before a classified will 
run. Contact The Dakota Student office at 701-777-
2678 with questions.
HOW TO PLACE A CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISEMENT
Now hiring Part-Time posi-
tions for Front Desk, Bellman, PM 
Restaurant servers, banquet serv-
ers, bartenders, housekeepers and 
cooks. Please apply in person at the 
Ramada Inn, 1205 N. 43rd Street, 
Grand Forks, ND 58203.
Deeks Pizza is looking for you. 
We are currently hiring FT and PT 
Cooks and Drivers. Flexible sched-
ule. Free Pizza on the nights you 
work. Competitive Pay. Apply by 
visiting the store at 512 N Washing-
ton St or go to workfordeeks.com
The Hillsboro Banner in Hill-
sboro, N.D., is looking for a full-
time reporter to cover sports and 
news for our weekly publication. 
The Banner won more than 60 
awards in the 2014 NDNA Better 
Newspaper Contest and a Best of 
the Dakotas award in 2013. We’re 
small but pack a punch. Candidates 
should be familiar with AP style 
and not want to hyphenate phrases 
like “a locally owned business.” To 
apply, send a cover letter, resume 
and writing samples to: Hillsboro 
Banner, c/o Cole Short, PO Box 
39, Hillsboro, ND 58045 or e-mail 
materials to hbanner@rrv.net.
The Grand Forks Park District 
is currently taking applications for 
Arena workers. For more informa-
tion or to apply online go to gfpark.
org or you may apply in person at 
the Grand Forks Park District Of-
fice at 1060 47th Ave South, located 
in the ICON Sports Center.
Choice Health & Fitness is tak-
ing applications for: Childcare, Deli 
and Maintenance workers, you can 
apply at Choice Health & Fitness at 
4401 11th Ave South or online @ 
Choicehf.com.
Director of Youth Program-
ming.  The Greater Grand Forks 
Community Theatre is seeking a 
quarter-time, Director of Youth 
Programming for Feb. – April and 
Sept. – Dec. 2015 (approximately 
12.25 hours a week). Current pro-
gramming consists of 1-3  hours for 
our pre-school program (1.5 hours 
on a Saturday & another day dur-
ing the week TBD), 5 hours once 
a month for our Play Day program 
(grades 1-8), on days when the GF 
Schools are closed, 1-5 p.m.  (Feb. 
26, Mar. 20, April 3), 4 hours/twice 
a week for our new after school 
program for elementary (or middle 
schoolers, TBD by the instructor). 
3:30 – 5:15 p.m. Applicant must 
have experience performing theatre 
& leading workshops for youth, 
preferably holding a degree in the-
atre or education.  The individual 
should be self-directed, have strong 
classroom handling skills, be cre-
ative and enthusiastic. Pay is $15 an 
hour.  This is not a benefitted posi-
tion. *We might consider splitting 
hours between two exceptional ap-
plicants.  Please apply by sending a 
letter of interest and resume by Jan. 
31st via e-mail: info@ggfct.com  or 
by U.S. mail:  GGFCT, 412 N 2nd 
Avenue. 
Columbia West has what you 
need in an apartment! Many and 
spacious floor plans. Many updates 
and incentives. 701.765.3024 or 
columbiawest@goldmark.com
Level 10 is now hiring a Resi-
dent DJ as well as Servers and Se-
curity Personnel. Apply in person 
at 10 N 3rd St, Downtown Grand 
Forks. EOE.
O’Really’s Irish Pub is now hir-
ing Bartenders and Servers, as well 
as Management positions. Apply in 
person at 10 N 3rd St, Downtown 
Grand Forks. EOE.
 Brick & Barley is now hiring a 
Kitchen Manager and Night Man-
ager as well as Servers and Bartend-
ers. Apply in person at 9 N 3rd St, 
Downtown Grand Forks. EOE.
South Dakota Style www.save-
chrismiller.org
so predictable twists thrown in. 
While it might be a run of the 
mill, cheesy buddy comedy, it is 
entertaining. The plot, however 
is not always believable. Doug 
somehow convinces the stunning 
Gretchen (Guoco-Sweeting) to 
marry him despite having noth-
ing in common, no chemistry 
and never meeting his friends. 
Despite being a likeable guy 
who is well off to boot, Doug 
seems to have never made an 
adult friend, which seems a bit 
odd. However, if you can get 
past all that, which is easier said 
than done, the rest of the film 
seems a bit more believable. 
Over the course of the film, 
Jimmy repeatedly reminds Doug 
that their relationship is purely 
business. After the third time 
you hear him tell Doug that 
they will not become friends, 
you know that by the end of the 
movie they’ll bond. 
As usual, Kevin Hart spits out 
his jokes so fast, there’s no time 
to laugh lest you miss the next 
one. Jokes come quickly and of-
ten crudely (including one scene 
that involves a dog, some peanut 
butter and … well, nevermind). 
Even a few of the seemingly mi-
nor characters get a funny twist 
here and there, including setting 
the bride’s grandmother (Cloris 
Leachman) on fire. 
The movies finally comes to 
an end with Jimmy realizing that 
he truly cares for his new friend, 
Doug despite his constant stance 
that their relationship is purely 
business. Together, Jimmy and 
Doug run off into the sunset to-
gether. “The Wedding Ringer” is 
currently playing in theaters.
For this, I give the movie a 4 
out of 5 stars.
MOVIE 
FROM PAGE  8
Katie Haines is a staff writer 
for The Dakota Student. 
She can be reached at 
katie.haines@my.und.edu
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NOW HIRING!
TEAM MEMBER OPENINGS
Columbia 
Mall
Flexible Scheduling
Refer a Friend Program
Travel Scholarship Program 
for Students
A & B Honor Roll Incentive
Vacation Pay Opportunities
National and Local Educational 
Scholarship Opportunities
Discounted Food 
Retirement Plan
Promote from within when 
possible
2910 32nd Avenue So.
Grand Forks, ND 58201
Judy’s  TAVERN
HAPPY HOUR: Monday-Friday from 5-6 
Beers $1.50       32oz  $2.50 
After 10pm 32oz $3.50
1221 North 20th St. Grand Forks, ND ( next to Hugo’s)
North Dakota knows what it’s 
like to fall short of goals. 
Last season, the UND men’s 
hockey team was unable to capture 
the NCHC league title and eventu-
ally was cut out of the Frozen Four 
tournament before the champion-
ship game.
“That feeling that sits with you 
for such a long time,” UND senior 
forward Michael Parks said. 
This time, though, the team 
made sure it wouldn’t happen again. 
North Dakota has already 
clinched a share of the Penrose Cup 
with Miami, but will travel to face 
the RedHawks in hopes of claiming 
the entire trophy for itself. 
With a single point, UND 
would secure a spot as the regular-
season champion ahead of Miami. 
For a team that is riding a 
4-game win streak and lost only one 
time in its past 13 games, UND 
coach Dave Hakstol has been 
pleased with North Dakota’s perfor-
mance. 
“Our team has played really 
well, and, for the most part, played 
a full 60 minutes over the past few 
months,” Hakstol said. “There’s 
been one or two games where the 
other team has had a good push, but 
the other teams are pretty good too. 
At times, you have to get through 
and survive a couple of minutes 
during a period during a game. 
“I think we’ve done a great job 
of recognizing that and I think this 
team has the confidence and the in-
telligence to understand situations 
and know how to work through 
them, so I’ve been very happy with 
our complete play, especially over 
the last month.”
One particular situation North 
Dakota will have to work through 
is filling the gap this weekend with 
the loss of Mark MacMillan, who 
blocked a shot last weekend and will 
be out indefinitely. 
During the first period of Satur-
day’s Senior Night, MacMillan was 
on the ice during a 5-on-3 penalty 
kill and took a shot to the leg from 
Jonny Brodzinski. 
MacMillan went down the tun-
nel and didn’t return until his team-
mates helped him onto the ice as 
the seniors were honored after the 
game. 
“It’s obviously very tough,” se-
nior Michael Parks said. “It’s a big 
loss for the team … It’s tough to 
see that happen. But under the cir-
Making the most of the Penrose race
— UND men’s hockey team aims to clinch entirety of NCHC championship, avoid share with Miami
By Elizabeth Erickson
The Dakota Student
Mark MacMillan (center) celebrates after a UND goal last weekend at Ralph 
Engelstad Arena. Photo by Nicholas Nelson/The Dakota Student.
cumstances, he did the right thing 
blocking a shot and he’s going to be 
harder to replace, but we’ve got to 
look past that and move forward.”
This is a team willing to leave it 
all on the line. With the arena loud 
and North Dakota successfully kill-
ing the penalty, the team knows the 
value in having players like Mac-
Millan willing to step in front of 
Brodzinski’s shot. 
“We had everyone blocking 
shots and he might have the hardest 
shot in all of college hockey,” Parks 
said. “Seeing MacMillan do that, 
and (Troy) Stecher blocked a few, 
that just shows that everyone is all 
in and we’re really committed to the 
team and to every guy.”
North Dakota has lost once in 
its past 13 games. Last season, the 
stakes were much different. The 
team’s only chance of making it into 
the tournament depended on the 
fate of other teams. 
But the team took that in stride.
“The makeup of our team is 
pretty similar to last year,” Parks 
said. “I think we went through a lot 
last year. You learn from losing and 
I think we can refer back to that and 
use it to our advantage. We clinched 
a share of the Penrose this weekend. 
Last year we had a few opportuni-
ties to do that and we didn’t capital-
ize. We made sure we didn’t do that 
again.”
WWW.DAKOTASTUDENT.COM
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Support UND Athletics 
teams this weekend! 
Pick up your ticket 
for the final regular 
season women’s 
basketball game 
on Saturday and 
the women’s 
 hockey WCHA  
Final Face-Off 
games Saturday  
and Sunday.
Elizabeth Erickson is the sports 
editor of The Dakota Student. 
She can be reached at 
elizabeth.e.erickson@my.und.edu
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AT FIRST 
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Local news stations started call-
ing the boys. They were booked on 
radio stations and made appear-
ances on TV. They welcomed the 
attention they never expected and 
kept doing what they were doing.
They didn’t do it for the inter-
views or the fame; they did it be-
cause they noticed people around 
them having a good time.
“I definitely thought it blew 
up a little bit more than what it 
was probably going to originally,” 
Williams said. “I guess we try to 
make work fun. Everyone here 
loves it, and they get our energy 
and we try and through some of 
it back at them and get a good at-
mosphere for the boys playing the 
game.”
The perspective from a fan 
named Tammy in section 111 
was what was posted online. Thiel 
messaged Tammy to thank her for 
posting the video, and the boys 
came to know that Macy, Tammy’s 
21-year-old daughter has cerebral 
palsy, became a huge fan of the 
boys.
Thiel and Williams spent 
a day in Fargo getting to know 
Tammy and Macy at a coffee shop, 
and were humbled by their expe-
rienced.
How it started
Thiel and Williams started 
working at the Ralph in Novem-
ber. They were college freshmen 
looking for a job they could enjoy 
together, and the perk of watching 
hockey at the same time wasn’t all 
that bad.
But their  seven year friendship 
didn’t start off on a good note.
“I couldn’t stand the guy,” 
Thiel said.
Before they decided to go to 
the same college and live in the 
same residence hall, they met at 
South Middle School in Grand 
Forks and played football together. 
Thiel didn’t appreciate Williams, 
and the feelings became mutual.
“I was kind of the guy that 
wasn’t that good, so I’d try and 
get the boys rowdy and I went one 
time to slap Landon’s helmet, and 
I turned around and he got mad at 
me,” Williams said.
Thiel didn’t appreciate that.
“I was trying to get into my 
own zone in football, and then you 
have him coming by just scream-
ing at the tops of lungs just smack-
ing helmets,” Thiel said.
The football season eventually 
ended, the boys got to know each 
other and they realized they could 
stop hating each other.
In gym class, they were taught 
a dance so to break the awkward 
tension at middle school dances — 
a dance they never expected they’d 
be doing this many years later in 
front of thousands of people.
“Hearing about it all over, I 
was really happy for them,” said 
Landon Hayes, Thiel’s roommate 
and Williams’ suitemate. “It was 
good to see them having fun and 
doing what they always do. It was 
well deserved. They’re really fun, 
outgoing, and just like to have a 
good time, no matter what the 
situation. “
During the game
It’s not always just Thiel and 
Williams. Young fans see the boys 
dancing, and they’re promptly in-
vited over to make their debut in 
front of thousands.
“You look out there and you 
see some of the little kids trying 
to imitate our moves,” Thiel said. 
“They’ve having fun with it, we’re 
having fun with it. So we always 
invite them down to come with 
us.”
The experience in itself is what 
they enjoy — being a part of the 
excitement on Friday and Saturday 
nights with so many others, espe-
cially as hockey fans.
Williams loves the dancing, 
but there’s another part of his job 
he truly appreciates.
“It happens every Saturday,” 
Williams said. “It’s when they sing 
the national anthem, the curtains 
close, and, as soon as the lights 
come on, Saturday Night’s Alright 
comes on by Nickelback comes 
on and I move the curtain. Every-
body’s getting excited. I get goose-
bumps every time.”
They hockey season is com-
ing to a close, and with only a few 
home games left, Thiel and Wil-
liams may be putting their moves 
away for a while — but not for too 
long.
Their first season in the green 
blazers was a memorable one, and 
coming back next season isn’t out 
of the question.
“It’s kind of expected by the 
fans, isn’t it?” Williams said.
Thiel won’t argue.
“As long as I’m working here, 
there will be dancing in my sec-
tion,” Thiel said.
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It happens every Saturday. It’s when they sing the 
national anthem, the curtains close, and, as soon 
as the lights come on, Saturday Night’s Alright by 
Nickelback comes on, and I open the curtain ... 
I get goosebumps every time. 
Tucker Williams
UND freshman, “Dancing Usher”
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Senior Dalton Parrott helped get 
North Dakota on the scoreboard early, 
hitting leadoff home run at the top of 
the first inning. Dalton’s homer was his 
first in a North Dakota uniform.  
Andrew Thome was in a good po-
sition after the Parrott home run and 
had a solid outing in the North Dakota 
win, completing seven innings while 
only allowing seven hits and three runs. 
Thome had one strikeout on the day 
and walked one University of Wash-
ington batter. 
Friday’s win also gave Jeff Dodson 
his 100th career win as North Dakota’s 
head coach.  
“We only had seven hits, but none 
bigger than Resse’s in the tenth,” Dod-
son said after the game. 
North Dakota went on to play 
a doubleheader against University of 
Washington on Saturday in which 
they lost both games, the first 17-3 
and the second 5-3. The team played 
its final game of the weekend against 
Washington on Sunday, losing 4-1 giv-
ing the team a record of 1-6 so far on 
the year.
Tyler Follis, Senior from Bemidji, 
MN extended his hitting streak to 23 
games, a streak that dates back to last 
season. Follis picked up two hits in 
Sunday’s 4-1 loss at Washington. 
North Dakota goes on the road 
again this weekend where they will 
play a three game series against Oma-
ha. The games have been shifted from 
their normal times and will now be 
scheduled as a doubleheader Saturday 
at 1 p.m. and one more on Sunday, 
with weather permitting.
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Friends stop by or shout hello 
from across the way. Strangers pat 
the boys on the back and shake their 
hands as if they’re meeting celebri-
ties.
Landon Thiel and Tucker Wil-
liams stand outside sections 110 and 
111 on the concourse of the Ralph 
Engelstad Arena, wearing their black 
pants, dark green blazers and nam-
etags as two of the many ushers that 
assist guests at home hockey games.
And when the game starts back 
up again, the two UND freshmen 
step inside the ice area, directing 
UND ‘Dancing Ushers’ garner attention
— UND freshmen Landon Thiel and Tucker Williams garner attention with dance moves at the Ralph
guests to their seats or making sure 
no one steps ahead of the green line 
when the puck is in play.
When the whistle blows, the 
music starts. That’s when Thiel and 
Tucker enjoy their jobs most.
Their dance moves started gar-
nering attention in December, and 
one fan’s video of the boys posted 
to Facebook and YouTube that has 
thousands of views instigated a 
stream of media following and ap-
preciation from guests at the Ralph 
who viewed them from across the ice 
or on the Jumbotron, dancing a rou-
By Elizabeth Erickson
The Dakota Student
tine they perfected since their days in 
middle school.
“We were just having fun,” Thiel 
said. “We’ve been best friends for 
seven years now, and we were out 
here messing around having fun and 
people started to like it. We did it for 
them to make them happy. We were 
both kind of surprised we were like, 
‘No way this is actually happening, 
there’s no way people actually enjoy 
it that much.’ But then it started to 
blow up.”
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Landon Thiel (left) and Tucker Williams (right) dance 
with young fans at Ralph Engelstad Arena last Saturday 
during a stop in play during the UND men’s hockey game.
Senior infielder Ryan Reese 
helped North Dakota to an historic 
win this past weekend with a three-
run homer in the top of the tenth 
inning that gave North Dakota a 6-4 
win over the University of Washing-
ton.  
The victory manifested North 
Dakota’s first-ever win over a PAC-12 
team in school history. 
Going into the four weekend 
games at Washington, UND coach 
Jeff Dodson said he had goals. 
“I think the biggest thing is that 
we’ve got to score a few more runs,” 
Dodson said. “Arkansas’ pitching staff 
was really good, but we have to go out 
and we have to play a little more ag-
gressively from the offensive side of 
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Baseball team  
swings record win
things, and also I think we need to 
be better out of the bullpen. That was 
one area that hurt us, guys were try-
ing to do a little too much, which is 
understandable first time out. Those 
are the two biggest areas we need to 
focus on when we go to Washington.” 
North Dakota went to Seattle 
having lost its first three games of the 
season on the road against Arkansas.  
“We’ve got to have short mem-
ory, not let the bus rides affect us,” 
Dodson said. “We have to take the 
mentality that if we win a conference 
championship, it’s going to be on the 
road and we have to start preparing 
these early games to give us the mind-
set that we’re playing for a conference 
championship every time we go out.”
By Ben Novak
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Bears travel to town
— UND prepares for final regular season home game 
— UND prepares for upcoming weekend
Staff Report
The Dakota Student
The UND women’s basket-
ball team will hit the court for 
its final regular season home 
game Saturday at 2 p.m. at the 
Betty Engelstad Sioux Center. 
North Dakota will host 
the Northern Colorado Bears, 
who have climbed out of a 4-5 
record at the halfway point 
through league play to post a 
favorable record that puts it at 
No. 3. 
While UND already has a 
spot in the eight-team post-
season Big Sky tournament, 
but can clinch anything from 
fourth to eighth in the stand-
ings. 
Three seniors — Siri Burck, 
Emily Evers and Megan Lauck 
— will be honored at “Senior 
Day” on Saturday. 
UND has a three-game be-
hind it and knows it needs to 
keep focusing on improvement.
“I think the big one for us is 
to have some poise about when 
we’re playing,” Brewster said. “I 
think the other part is we’ve been 
there, we’ve done it before. We 
have to remember that, and then 
we have to attack. I think some-
times we come out and we just 
really need to get after people 
and not get back on our heels. 
To be able to do that, it’s going 
to be a combination of things on 
the floor.”
The Bears are certainly fa-
miliar to a UND that has de-
feated them 34-4 all time and 
won the past three meetings 
between the teams. 
A spot in the postseason 
tournament may already be 
clinched, but there’s more at 
stake this weekend. 
“I’m a little competitive,” 
Brewster said. “I want to be 
as high as possible and our 
team does, too. I think the 
big thing for us that’s great 
for next week, but we’ve got 
to worry about this week. We 
want to send our seniors off on 
the right note playing in front 
of our fans. I think the other 
part is to send a message saying 
we’re back.”
MHKY, Mar. 6 
vs. Miami
Oxford. Ohio
WHKY, Mar. 6 
vs. Wisconsin
Ralph Engelstad
Arena
WBB, Mar. 7 
vs. Northern Colo.
Betty Engelstad
Sioux Center
MBB, Mar. 7 
vs. Northern Colo.
Greely, Colo.
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